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EDITORIAL 

And  Now  to  Action 

IN  this  issue  we  publish  a  summary  of  the  results  of  the 
discussion  Which  has  taken  place  in  the  District  Com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Party  on  the  change  of  policy  on  the  war. 

It  would  be  true  to  say  that  never  in  the  history  of  the 
Party  has  there  been  such  a  profound  Party  discussion 
comparable  to  the  present. 

The  reports  indicate  that  everywhere  throughout  the 
country  the  discussion  has  been  marked  by  an  intense 
earnestness  based  on  a  sense  of  deepest  personal  responsi¬ 
bility  and  accompanied  by  the  most  painstakingly  careful 
thought  on  the  part  of  the  membership. 

The  result  of  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
District  Committees  shows  an  overwhelming  support  for  the 
line  of  the  Central  Committee  Manifesto  of  October  7th. 

The  result  of  the  discussion  is  such  as  to  abundantly 
establish  the  fact  that  it  is  no  mere  mechanical  acceptance 
that  has  been  registered,  but  an  acceptance  based  on  a  com¬ 
plete  and  enthusiastic  conviction  that  the  present  policy  is 
fully  correct,  is  in  complete  harmony  with  the  principles  of 
Marxism-Leninism,  and  therefore  in  the  interests  of  the 
working  class. 

This  degree  of  unanimity  which  the  Party  has  displayed 
gives  us  the  assurance  that  in  a  very  short  time  the  tiny 
minority  of  comrades  in  the  Party  who  have  either  stated 
their  opposition  to  the  policy  or  who  have  expressed  certain 


reservations  on  particular  aspects  of  the  policy  will  be 
enabled  as  a  result  of  continued  study  and  comradely  dis¬ 
cussion,  together  with  the  experience  which  the  Party  is 
already  meeting  with  in  applying  the  line,  to  announce  their 
unreserved  agreement  with  the  policy  of  the  Central 
Committee. 

The  nature  of  the  discussion  is  in  itself  a  sign  of  the  grow¬ 
ing  maturity  of  the  Party,  particularly  when  it  is  realised  that 
everywhere  in  the  Party  Committees  that  once  the  vote  was 
taken  all  comrades  unhesitatingly  declared  their  full  readi¬ 
ness  to  devote  all  their  energies  and  abilities  to  carrying  it  into 
practice  amongst  the  masses. 

The  present  phase  which  the  Party  is  passing  through 
constitutes  in  itself  one  of  the  most  serious  tests  of  a  Com¬ 
munist  Party. 

For  a  political  Party  to  publicly  change  its  policy, 
necessitating  as  it  does  a  full  and  frank  admission  before  the 
working  class  that  the  Party  had  made  a  serious  error  of 
judgment  in  such  a  situation  is  no  light  matter. 

The  war-mongering  jackals  and  enemies  of  the  Party  have, 
of  course,  as  was  only  to  be  expected,  endeavoured  to  exploit 
the  situation  to  attempt  to  slander,  besmirch  and  weaken  the 
Party  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

In  their  Press  they  wrote  gleefully  about  “splits”  and 
about  a  “  serious  internal  crisis  in  the  Communist  Party.” 
The  wish  is  clearly  father  to  the  thought  in  this  case. 

The  Party  has  given  these  gentry  their  answer. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Party  is  already 
emerging  from  this  period  of  difficulty  all  the  stronger  and 
clearer  with  regard  to  its  great  responsibilities  in  consequence 
of  this  vigorous  and  keen  discussion. 

On  this  point  we  will  all  remind  ourselves  of  the  teachings 
of  Comrade  Lenin  when  he  wrote :  “  The  attitude  of  a 
political  party  towards  its  own  mistakes  is  one  of  the  most 
important  and  surest  ways  of  judging  how  earnest  the  party 
is,  and  how  it  in  practice  fulfils  its  obligations  towards  its 
class  and  the  toiling  masses.  Frankly  admitting  a  mistake, 
ascertaining  the  reasons  for  it,  analysing  the  conditions  which 
led  to  it,  and  thoroughly  discussing  the  means  of  correcting  it 
- — that  is  the  earmark  of  a  serious  party;  that  is  the  way  it 
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should  perform  its  duties,  that  is  the  way  it  should  educate 
and  train  the  class  and  then  the  masses.” 

Moreover,  we  can  say  that  this  experience  will  serve  to 
equip  the  whole  Party  to  be  more  ready  to  face  up  to  all  the 
new  turns  in  the  political  situation  and  sudden  surprises  that 
the  future  undoubtedly  holds  in  store  for  us. 

Last  month  in  these  notes  we  wrote  that  so  far  we  were 
only  in  the  first  round. 

Now  with  the  Party  throughout  the  country  rallying 
closely  and  solidly  around  the  Central  Committee,  the  big  job 
is  for  the  Party  to  carry  its  policy  to  the  masses,  to  tirelessly 
explain  the  imperialist  character  of  the  war  and  on  the  basis 
of  an  exposure  of  the  Government’s  real  aims  to  win  the 
Labour  movement  to  action  in  support  of  the  demand  to  end 
the  war  and  to  bring  a  peace  that  will  be  in  the  interest  of  all 
the  peoples  of  Europe.  One  of  the  outstanding  features  of 
the  discussion  has  been  the  marked  way  in  which  the  in¬ 
dustrial  workers  in  the  branches  and  factory  groups  have 
rallied  most  clearly  to  the  line. 

Party  Districts  and  Branches,  particularly  those  in  in¬ 
dustrial  areas,  are  also  reporting  that  in  the  factories  the 
workers  are  beginning  to  give  strong  support  to  the  Party’s 
policy  on  the  war. 

For  our  Party,  which  has  always  set  before  itself  the  aim 
of  basing  its  organisation  primarily  in  the  decisive  factories, 
this  is  of  exceptional  note,  and  the  constant  need  to  develop, 
extend  and  improve  our  connections  and  our  work  in  the  big 
factories  now  in  this  situation  assumes  a  greater  importance 
than  ever  before.  It  is  precisely  here,  in  the  first  place,  where 
the  workers  are  known  to  be  seething  with  anger  against  the 
intolerable  burdens  that  are  being  laid  upon  them  by  the 
tremendous  onslaught  now  in  full  swing  against  cherished 
working  conditions  and  standards,  that  the  Party  must  in¬ 
tensify  its  work. 

In  developing  our  activities  amongst  the  industrial  workers 
and  the  trade  unions,  in  order  to  lead  them  forward  in  the 
fight,  we  must  be  guided  by  an  understanding  that  the  essence 
of  our  fight  for  peace,  the  feature  that  separates  us  from  all 
the  abstract  propaganda  for  peace  being  carried  on  by  the 
pacifist  and  other  bodies,  is  that  we  take  our  standpoint  on 
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the  realisation  that  a  fight  for  peace,  to  be  successful,  must  be 
bound  up  with  the  strengthening  of  the  whole  fight  against 
capitalism  and  its  agent,  the  Chamberlain  War  Government. 

A  tremendous  and  fateful  responsibility  rests  upon  our 
Party  in  the  days  ahead.  The  Party  has  taken  upon  itself  the 
task,  in  a  situation  where  the  leaders  of  the  Labour  Party  and 
trade  unions  have  thrown  in  their  lot  in  full-blooded  support 
of  Chamberlain’s  war  policy,  of  leading  the  British  people 
forward  to  the  attainment  of  peace  and  with  it  the  conditions 
which  will  bring  more  favourable  opportunities  for  the 
achievement  of  our  great  aim  of  Socialism. 

The  Party  is  buckling  down  to  this  great  and  inspiring 
task  with  a  fighting  spirit  and  revolutionary  elan  which 
should  make  us  all  prouder  than  ever  of  the  Party. 

The  full  achievement  of  this  great  purpose,  however,  must 
call  forth  in  all  of  us  a  fresh  view  of  the  vital  need  for  winning 
greater  numbers  of  helpers  than  ever  before  into  the  ranks  of 
the  Party. 

The  Party  is  already  beginning  to  swell  its  ranks;  all  dis¬ 
tricts  report  that  many  of  the  finest  types  of  active  and 
politically  conscious  workers  are  taking  the  view  that  they 
can  no  longer  remain  outside  the  Party  ranks. 

These  splendid  first  results  must  serve  as  a  spur  every¬ 
where  for  the  systematic  organisation  of  the  most  extensive 
recruitment  to  the  Party.  Every  member,  without  exception, 
must  help  to  bring  in  those  acquaintances  whom  he  or  she  has 
“  been  going  to  ask  to  join  the  Party.”  n  F 
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THE  PARTY 

discusses 

the 

War 

IMMEDIATELY  following  the  meetings  of  the  Central 
Committee,  which  took  place  in  the  first  days  of  October, 
and  the  publication  of  the  Manifesto  of  October  7th,  all 
the  District  Committees  of  the  Party  held  special  meetings  to 
discuss  the  situation. 

Below  we  give  a  summary  of  the  results.  Throughout  the 
country  all  branches  and  units  of  the  Party  are  also  discussing 
the  statement  of  the  Central  Committee. 

Party  Headquarters  has  already  received  a  large  number  of 
reports  of  Branch  and  factory  group  meetings,  which  in¬ 
dicate  that  after  all  comrades  had  opportunities  for  asking 
questions,  and  following  a  very  thorough  discussion  at 
exceptionally  well-attended  meetings  the  line  of  the  Central 
Committee  has  been  wholeheartedly  and  enthusiastically 
approved. 

London 

Of  28  comrades  present,  26 
voted  for  the  line  of  the  C.C. 

1  voted  against  and  1  abstained. 

Scotland 

At  the  D.P.C.  meeting  attended 
by  22  members,  4  sub-D.P.C. 
members  and  7  councillors,  the 
voting  was  unanimously  for  accep¬ 
tance.  At  a  Glasgow  membership 
meeting  attended  by  over  400 
comrades  there  were  only  two 
votes  against  the  line  and  four 
abstentions. 
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South  Wales 

Following  a  full  week-end  dis¬ 
cussion  the  C.C.  resolution  was 
welcomed  and  all  comrades  voted 
for  acceptance  except  one  comrade 
who  abstained  from  voting. 

At  a  Sub-District  Conference  in 
West  Wales  attended  by  80  com¬ 
rades  the  report  made  by  Comrade 
Cox  was  accepted  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  only  one  comrade 
voted  against. 


North  Midlands 

With  seven  others,  in  addition 
to  D.P.C.  members  present  by  in¬ 
vitation,  the  statement  was 
adopted  unanimously.  At  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Branch 
with  140  comrades  present  all 
voted  for  acceptance  except  four 
students  who  asked  for  further 
opportunities  for  discussion. 

North-East  Coast 

With  17  Comrades  present  all 
voted  for  acceptance. 

Midlands 

A  special  conference  composed 
of  D.P.C.  members,  Birmingham 
Committee  members,  Branch  Sec¬ 
retaries  and  Committee  members 
recorded  unanimous  acceptance 
following  a  keen  discussion. 

Lancashire 

A  District  Conference  attended 
by  over  300  delegates  and  visitors, 
including  a  number  of  non-Party 
delegates  from  working-class 
organisations  voted  unanimously 
in  support. 

With  30  comrades  present  at 
the  Lancs.  D.P.C.  all  voted  in 
favour  of  the  C.C.  Manifesto 
after  a  full  discussion  with  the 
exception  of  two  comrades  who 
abstained.  One  of  these  has  sub¬ 
sequently  sent  in  a  written  state¬ 
ment  in  which  he  announces  his 
full  support  for  the  Party  policy. 

One  hundred  delegates  repre¬ 
senting  the  whole  of  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Party  on  Merseyside 
at  a  conference  held  at  Liverpool 
fully  supported  the  line  of  the 
October  7  Manifesto. 


Eastern  Counties 

After  full  discussion  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Committee  an  unanimous 
vote  in  support  of  the  line  of  the 
Manifesto  was  recorded. 

West  Riding — Yorkshire 

Following  a  (thorough  discus¬ 
sion  22  comrades  at  the  D.P.C. 
meeting  voted  in  favour  and  one 
abstained  on  the  grounds  that  the 
comrade  would  like  more  time  to 
think  it  over.  At  the  time  of 
writing  members  of  the  D.P.C. 
have  visited  nearly  all  the  Party 
Branches  for  the  purpose  of  open¬ 
ing  the  discussion  and  reports 
show  that  there  have  been  only 
three  comrades  who  have  voted 
against  the  line  of  the  C.C.  and 
14  abstentions. 

Sussex  County 

Following  discussion  the  Com¬ 
mittee  unanimously  accepted  the 
line  of  the  October  7  Manifesto 
and  pledged  itself  “  to  carry 
through  the  new  line  of  the  Party, 
firm  in  the  faith  that  it  will  be 
leading  a  mighty  movement  to 
save  the  lives  of  millions  and  that 
such  a  path  is  the  revolutionary 
path  to  Peace  and  Socialism.” 

The  County  Organiser  reports 
that  the  Party  Branches,  after 
careful  discussion,  have  accepted 
the  new  line  of  the  Party  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  that  at  a  number  of 
the  Branch  meetings  visitors  had 
come  forward  and  joined  the 
Party. 

Hampshire 

A  special  enlarged  meeting  of 
the  D.P.C.  attended  by  27  com¬ 
rades  unanimously  endorsed  the 
policy  of  the  C.C.  as  stated  in  its 
Manifesto  of  October  7. 

(Continued  on  page  18) 
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EDUCATION 

IN  WAR  TIME 

* 

Essential  to  make  a 
concentrated  drive 


* 

BY  EMILE 

rpHE  History  of  the  C.P.S.U.(B) 
gave  the  Party  a  very  helpful 
jerk  in  its  educational  work,  and 
the  classes  on  it  which  were  or¬ 
ganised  fairly  well  throughout  the 
Party  must  be  the  model  for  our 
future  work  in  this  field.  At  the 
present  time,  with  many  Party 
and  T.U.  meetings  concentrated 
in  the  week-ends,  conditions  are 
favourable  for  both  individual 
study  and  classes  in  the  evenings. 
And  particularly  because  of  the 
war  and  the  problems  facing  the 
working  class  in  connection  with 
the  war,  it  is  essential  for  the 
Party  to  make  a  very  concentrated 
drive  on  education. 

There  are  three  subjects  on 
which  this  drive  should  concen¬ 
trate  (without  prejudice  to  special 
classes  for  recruits,  and  for  Branch 
Committees,  on  the  basis  of  sylla¬ 
buses  2  and  4). 

First,  the  war.  The  Central 
Education  Committee  has  pre¬ 
pared  a  four-lesson  course  on 


BURNS 

“  Marxism  and  War,”  which  it  is 
hoped  will  be  taken  throughout 
the  Party,  in  District  Classes, 
Branch  Committees,  Branches 
and  Groups.  The  organisation  of 
these  classes  should  be  the  im¬ 
mediate  concern  of  District  educa¬ 
tion  departments,  so  that  the 
whole  Party  understands  fully  the 
analysis  of  the  present  war  on 
which  the  Central  Committee’s 
manifesto  of  October  7  is  based, 
and  the  tactics  arising  from  this 
analysis. 

Then  there  is  the  History  of  the 
C.P.S.U.(B).  Some  sections  of  it 
link  up  direcdy  with  the  first  sub¬ 
ject,  the  war.  But  apart  from 
these  special  sections,  the  whole 
book  is  invaluable  for  deepening 
the  understanding  of  what  the 
Party  is  working  for  and  how  it 
should  work.  It  is  therefore 
essential  that  new  classes  should 
be  organised  for  its  study,  and 
that  individual  study  of  the  book 
be  continued.  In  this  connection, 
the  “  Readers’  Guide  ”  correspon- 


dence  course,  organised  by  Marx 
House,  is  of  great  value  to  com¬ 
rades  who  find  it  difficult  to  at¬ 
tend  classes. 

The  third  subject  is  the  Draft 
Programme  of  the  Party.  This  is 
not  to  be  regarded  as  a  simple  out¬ 
line  for  the  use  of  recruits.  After 
the  classes  on  the  war  have  been 
concluded,  it  is  necessary  for  the 
whole  Party,  and  more  especially 
the  leading  comrades  in  Districts 
and  Branches,  to  make  a  serious 
study  of  the  Programme.  We 
have  to  understand  our  Party 

Programme,  and  to  see  all  its  im¬ 
plications  and  be  able  to  explain 
every  point  fully.  And  we  must 
not  only  study  it  ourselves.  We 
must  organise  classes  in  such  a 
way  that  the  Programme  of  our 
Party  is  known  to,  and  under¬ 
stood  by,  the  best  sections  of  the 

Labour  movement  in  each 

locality.  This  is  the  best  basis  for 
recruiting,  for  winning  new 
members  from  the  Labour  Party, 
the  Trade  Unions  and  the  co¬ 
operatives. 

In  the  whole  of  this  work  the 
Party  must  aim  to  draw  into  the 


study  of  Marxist  theory  the  most 
class-conscious  and  active  workers 
in  the  Labour  movement,  and  to 
get  them  reading  the  classics  of 
Marxism  as  well  as  our  current 
propaganda. 

And  every  Party  member — not 
only  speakers  and  Committee 
members — must  see  that  the  war 
and  the  perspectives  of  the  war 
make  individual  reading  a  really 
urgent  task.  This  question  of  in¬ 
dividual  study  has  been  specially 
considered  by  the  Central  Educa¬ 
tion  Department,  and  it  is  mak¬ 
ing  arrangements  to  give  sugges¬ 
tions  and  guidance  to  comrades 
who  would  like  to  consult  it. 
Comrades  should  write  in  to  the 
Department  at  16  King  Street, 
London,  W.C.2,  giving  as  much 
information  as  possible  about 
previous  reading,  and  indicating 
any  special  subject  in  which  they 
are  interested.  We  shall  be  par¬ 
ticularly  glad  if  members  of  lead¬ 
ing  Committees,  and  comrades  in 
responsible  positions  in  Trade 
Union  and  Co-operative  organisa¬ 
tions,  would  avail  themselves  of 
this  opportunity. 


"  opportunism  does  not  always  mean  a  direct  denial  of  the  Marxist 
theory  or  of  any  of  its  propositions  and  conclusions.  Opportunism  is 
sometimes  expressed  in  the  attempt  to  cling  to  certain  of  the  propo¬ 
sitions  of  Marxism  that  have  already  become  antiquated  and  to  convert 
them  into  a  dogma,  so  as  to  retard  the  further  development  of  Marxism, 
and,  consequently,  to  retard  the  development  of  the  revolutionary 
movement  of  the  proletariat.” 

HISTORY  C.P.S.UXB),  page  358. 
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DAILY  WORKER 

CONFERENCES 

* 

How  war  affects  workers 

* 

BUILDING  THE  PAPER 

* 

*pHE  DAILY  WORKER  is 
now  organising  conferences 
in  the  big  industrial  centres  in 
order  to  discuss  the  war  as  it 
affects  the  workers,  particularly 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  trade 
union  struggle  in  the  factories 
and  mines. 

The  first  conference  held  in 
London  on  September  2  was  at¬ 
tended  by  nearly  two  hundred 
and  gave  the  oppor- 
a  vigorous  discussion  by 
trade  unionists  on  war-time  prob¬ 
lems.  This  conference  was  re¬ 
called  for  October  29. 

A  valuable  Forum 

The  series  of  district  con¬ 
ferences  will  provide  a  valuable 
forum  for  trade  unionists  and  for 
explaining  the  general  attitude  of 
the  Daily  Worker  to  the  war  as 
well  as  its  standpoint  on  trade 
union  issues.  But  to  make  them  a 
success  the  conferences  must  be  or¬ 
ganised  with  great  care,  and  it  is 
vital  that  the  Party  members 
should  enthusiastically  help  in  the 
preparations  and  not  leave  every- 
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delegates 
tunity  for 


thing  to  a  few  Daily  Worker 
comrades. 

It  would  be  well  for  the  leading 
comrades  concerned  to  discuss  the 
main  issues  affecting  the  workers 
in  the  district  in  order  to  prepare 
concrete  proposals.  Some  of  these 
could  be  included  in  the  circular 
which  is  sent  out  calling  the  con¬ 
ference. 

W/10  should  come  ? 

Who  should  be  invited  to  such 
a  conference  ?  Union  branches, 
trades  councils,  local  labour  par¬ 
ties  and  co-op  guilds.  We  do  not 
exclude  other  democratic  or¬ 
ganisations,  but  above  all  we  want 
the  labour  and  trade  union  move¬ 
ment  so  that  we  can  get  a  dis<- 
cussion  chiefly  on  the  vital  in¬ 
dustrial  problems. 

The  conference  details  should 
be  well  worked  out.  Such  things 
as  the  issuing  of  credentials,  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  capable  chairman, 
etc.,  are  of  great  importance. 
Decorations  for  the  hall  are  also 
very  necessary  and  could  deal 
with  such  things  as  wages  and 


prices  in  last  war,  shop  stewards’ 
activities,  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
story  of  the  Daily  Worker,  the 
Fighting  Fund,  etc. 

What  is  required? 

Then  there  is  the  question  of 
the  Daily  Worker  itself,  which 
although  not  the  main  subject  at 
the  conference  must  be  brought 
vigorously  to  the  attention  of  the 
delegates.  What  does  the  paper 
require  at  this  particular 
moment  ? 

A  wider  circulation  and 
readers  who  are  regular 
and  registered.  The  new  regu¬ 
lations  regarding  no  returns  for 
newspapers  will  hit  the  Daily 
Worker  very  hard.  New  circu¬ 
lation  is  the  solution  of  its 
problems. 

More  news  from  the  fac¬ 
tories  and  mines.  Burning 
stories  about  the  conditions  of 
the  workers  and  their  views 
about  the  war  and  the  attitude 
of  the  employers. 

More  money  !  The  fight¬ 
ing  Fund  keeps  the  paper 
going  and  every  penny  is 
needed.  It  is  the  small,  local 
collections  that  keep  the  paper 
going. 

To-day  the  “  Daily  Worker  ” 
is  more  important  and  more  valu¬ 
able  than  ever.  All  must  work  for 
it.  Our  fighting  paper  must 
follow  the  same  path  as  the 
Russian  “  Pravda  ”  and  French 
“  l’Humanite/’  both  of  which  be¬ 
came  the  voice  of  the  people,  the 
educator,  agitator  and  organiser 
in  the  fight  against  capitalism. 


“  In  its  struggle  for  power  the 
proletariat  has  no  other  weapon  but 
organisation.  Divided  by  the  rule  of 
anarchic  competition  in  the  bour¬ 
geois  world,  ground  down  by  slave 
labour  for  capital,  constantly  thrust 
back  to  the  ‘  lower  depths  ’  of  utter 
destitution,  savagery  and  degenera¬ 
tion,  the  proletariat  can  become,  and 
will  inevitably  become,  an  invincible 
force  only  when  its  ideological  unity 
round  the  principles  of  Marxism  is 
consolidated  by  the  material  unity  of 
an  organisation  which  unites  millions 
of  toilers  in  the  army  of  the  working 
class.” 

LENIN :  Selected  Works, 
Vol.  II,  page  466. 


A  SPLENDID  START 

rpHE  statement  of  the  Central 
Committee  on  the  war  situa¬ 
tion  which  was  printed  in  the 
Daily  Worker  of  Saturday,  Octo¬ 
ber  7  under  the  heading  “  Peace 
or  War?”  was  immediately  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Central  Propaganda 
Department  as  a  Manifesto. 

A  first  distribution  of  250,000 
copies  was  rapidly  effected 
throughout  the  country.  Since 
then  a  number  of  Party  organisa¬ 
tions  wrote  in  enclosing  payment 
to  cover  additional  supplies,  with 
the  result  that  a  reprint  of  200,000 
copies  was  run  off  the  press. 

In  view  of  the  heavy  initial  cost 
of  producing  the  first  quarter-of-a 
million  copies  the  Central  Propa¬ 
ganda  Department  would  be  glad 
if  other  Party  organisations  able 
to  do  so  would  send  in  contri¬ 
butions  towards  meeting  the  cost. 

This  would  then  enable  the 
Propaganda  Department  to 
undertake  the  production  of  new 
leaflets  dealing  with  particular 
aspects  of  the  Party’s  policy  on  the 
war. 
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Party  Work 

Under  the  Tsar 

* 

BY  DONA  TORR 


“  JN  its  struggle  for  power,  the 
only  weapon  of  the  proletariat 
is  organisation,”  wrote  Lenin  in 
that  handbook  which  Russian 
workers  came  to  cherish  as  “  the 
Steps  ”  ( One  step  forward,  two 
steps  bac\)  This  was  after  the 
struggle  at  the  Second  Congress 
(London  1903)  from  which  Bol¬ 
shevik  organisation  began. 

How  did  it  look  to  the  worker 
in  far-off  Russia  who  heard  the 
news  months  later  through  some 
smuggled  copy  of  ls\ra,  or  a 
newly-arrived  comrade  ? 

“  Axelrod’s  wife  told  me  .  .  . 
there  was  a  terrible  wrangle  in  our 
Party  between  two  factions — the 
Bolsheviks  and  the  Mensheviks. 
The  Bolsheviks,  with  Lenin  at 
their  head,”  she  said,  “  were  per¬ 
suing  a  ‘  scandalous  ’  splitting 
policy  not  only  abroad  but  even 
in  Russia.”  (Bobrovskaya.) 

The  dispute  it  seemed,  was 
round  the  conditions  of  party 
membership;  should  the  Party 
member  who  accepted  the  pro¬ 
gramme  do  active  work  within 
one  of  its  organisations,  or 
“  occasionally  render  some  service 
to  the  party?” 

“  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  side 
which  wanted  only  those  who 
would  work  actively  in  the  Party 
.  .  .  were  right.  Having  worked 
in  Russia  I  knew  well  enough  how 


alien  to  us  were  those  who 
occasionally,  whenever  it  struck 
their  fancy,  offered  us  their  help 
...  I  could  not  understand  why 
the  Leninists  were  being  blamed 
so  much.” 

It  is  not  the  workers,  said 
Lenin,  who  are  afraid  of  disci¬ 
pline,  and  the  best  working-class 
elements  rallied  round  the  Bol¬ 
sheviks.  There  were  plenty  of  in¬ 
tellectuals  too,  but  no  longer  the 
“  anarchistic  intellectuals  who  are 
a  law  to  themselves  ”  as  one 
worker  put  it.  (Makar.) 

“  His  only  activity,”  it  was 
reported  to  Lenin  of  one  comrade, 
was  to  “  sit  on  committees;”  when 
made  organiser  he  lost  all  the 
addresses  and  contacts  and  “  even 
as  an  author  he  did  not  do  much, 
he  produced  such  bright  slogans 
as  ‘  down  with  the  capitalists.’  ” 
(Shapovalov.) 

From  committees,  circles,  “  leaf¬ 
lets  ”  the  transition  was  made 
though  under  wholly  illegal  con¬ 
ditions,  to  political  and  industrial 
agitation  which  began  and  centred 
in  the  factories.  Centralised  direc¬ 
tion,  regularised  party  finance  and 
accountancy,  levies  in  place  of 
spasmodic  contributions,  a 
seriously  organised  illegal  appara¬ 
tus :  technique  of  printing  and 
concealed  presses,  of  transport 
(persons,  letters,  literature),  of 


photography,  passports,  identity 
papers  (every  Russian,  it  used  to 
be  said,  was  composed  of  body, 
soul  and  passport)  of  addresses, 
meeting  places,  passwords. 

Money,  the  ceaseless  need  for 
expenses  of  travelling,  printing, 
storage  and  transport  of  literature, 
had  to  be  collected  (by  comrades 
often  themselves  half  starving) 
from  bourgeois  sympathisers  who 
were  also  organised  to  provide  a 
regular  series  of  safe  meeting 
places. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  in  1905,  when  hundreds  of 
the  best  Party  members  had  been 
killed  or  imprisoned,  it  was  not 
safe  to  maintain  a  Party  apparatus 
in  the  country  districts  of  the  huge 
Moscow  province  and  all  district 
secretaries  had  to  work  from  Mos¬ 
cow  itself : 

“  Each  had  to  provide  literature 
for  his  district,  collect  and  keep 
account  of  membership  dues,  pro¬ 
vide  living  quarters  for  all  his  dis¬ 
trict  workers  who  came  to  Mos¬ 
cow  for  meetings,  regularly  in¬ 
form  his  district  representatives  of 
dates  of  meetings,  etc.” 

The  Moscow  Regional  Com¬ 
mittee  itself  met  every  day  at  a 
different  place.  Where  this  was, 
could  be  learnt  at  one  more  or  less 
fixed  spot  by  those  who  could  give 


a  password.  “  Thus  we  required 
seven  different  apartments  a  week 
for  our  headquarters  .  .  .  besides 
twice  a  month  a  safe  place  for  our 
committee  meetings.”  This  was 
all  the  harder  since : 

“  Sympathisers  altogether  ceased 
to  sympathise,  for  we  were 
definitely  out  of  fashion.  Philo¬ 
sophic  and  other  problems,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  sex  problem,  had  be¬ 
come  the  fashion  and  they  had  no 
time  for  us.” 

The  “  professional  revolu¬ 
tionaries  ”  upon  whom  Lenin 
depended  for  the  building  of  the 
Party  were  not  “  paid  officials  ” 
but  comrades  whose  whole  life 
was  given  to  the  Party.  Wherever 
they  were  sent  they  had  to  find  a 
job,  or  else  get  support  from 
friends  or  relatives  or  from  the 
few  pence  a  day  provided  by  local 
comrades.  Only  after  1906  a 
“  salary  ”  of  about  12/-  a  week 
was  sometimes  paid.  They  lodged 
first  with  one  comrade  and  then 
another,  usually  as  “  invisible  ” 
(unregistered)  persons  and  were 
lucky  if  they  could  stay  two  or 
three  months  before  the  police  dis¬ 
covered  them.  Yet  even  in  a 
month  they  often  got  the  organi¬ 
sation  in  a  town  or  even  a  district 
working  well,  saw  to  the  supply 
and  distribution  of  literature, 


“  A  socialist  revolution  is  out  of  the  question  unless  the  masses 
become  class  conscious,  organised,  trained  and  educated  by  open  class 
struggle  against  the  entire  bourgeoisie.  In  answer  to  the  anarchist 
objections  to  the  effect  that  we  are  delaying  the  socialist  revolution,  we 
shall  say:  we  are  not  delaying  it,  but  are  taking  the  first  step  in  its 
direction,  using  the  only  means  that  are  possible  along  the  o*ly  right 
path  .  .  .  whoever  wants  to  approach  socialism  by  another  path  other 
than  political  democracy  will  inevitably  arrive  at  absurd  and  reactionary 
conclusion  in  the  economic  and  political  sense.” 

LENIN :  Selected  Works,  Vol.  Ill,  page  52. 
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helped  in  the  endless  problems  ot 
type  buying,  press  concealing, 
paper  smuggling,  the  provision  of 
passports  and  identity  cards,  gave 
political  guidance  and  linked  the 
organisation  to  the  Party  centre. 

“  I  am  working  here  as  a  pro¬ 
fessional  revolutionary,”  wrote 
Sverdlov,  later  first  President  of 
the  U.S.S.R.,  from  the  textile 
town  of  Kostroma,  1904. 

“  There  is  a  great  deal  to  do  but 
hardly  any  people — only  three  or 
four  besides  me  and  only  one  of 
them  can  do  anything  much.  I  feel 
quite  all  right.  Sometimes  I  get 
a  longing  for  Nijni-Novgorod  but 
still  I  am  glad  I  came  away  .  .  . 
I  learnt  to  work  there  and  now 

LENIN 

ON 

WAR 

(The  following  extracts  are  taken 
from  Lenin  s  article,  “  The 
Collapse  of  the  Second  Inter¬ 
national.”) 

“  fpAKE  the  present  army.  It  is 
one  of  the  good  examples  of 
organisation.  This  organisation  is 
good  only  because  it  is  flexible;  at 
the  same  time  it  knows  how  to 
give  to  millions  of  people  one  uni¬ 
form  will.  To-day  these  millions 
are  in  their  homes  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  To-morrow  a 
call  for  mobilisation  is  issued,  and 
they  gather  at  the  appointed 
centres.  To-day  they  lie  in  the 
trenches,  sometimes  for  months  at 
a  stretch;  to-morrow  they  are  led 


here  I  have  come  as  an  experienced 
party  worker  and  found  a  great 
field  for  my  powers.  (There  are 
plenty  of  spies  here,  too.)” 

Success  was  due  to  the  basis  in 
the  factories,  where  all  work  and 
campaigns  began,  and  to  the 
teaching  of  Lenin’s  “  old  ”  ls\ra 
and  V  y  p  e  r  o  d  which  had 
developed  in  the  workers  the 
knowledge,  confidence  and  initia¬ 
tive  to  get  things  going  and  keep 
them  going  without  waiting  for 
help.  Menshevik  literature,  said 
one  factory  worker,  was  like  limp¬ 
ing  along  in  the  old  bast  shoes 
after  getting  accustomed  to  walk¬ 
ing  in  boots. 


into  battle  in  another  formation. 
To-day  they  perform  marvels,  hid¬ 
ing  themselves  from  bullets  and 
shrapnel;  to-morrow  they  do  mar¬ 
vels  in  open  combat.  To-day  their 
advance  detachments  place  mines 
under  the  ground;  to-morrow 
they  move  dozens  of  miles  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  advice  of  flyers  above 
ground. 

We  call  it  organisation  when,  in 
the  pursuit  of  one  aim,  animated 
by  one  will,  millions  change  the 
forms  of  their  intercourse  and 
their  actions,  change  the  place  and 
the  methods  of  their  activities, 
change  the  weapons  and  arma¬ 
ments  in  accordance  with  chang¬ 
ing  conditions  and  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  struggle.” 

“  The  same  holds  true  about 
the  fight  of  the  working  class 
against  the  bourgeoisie.  To-day 
there  is  no  revolutionary  situation 
apparent;  there  are  no  such  con- 


editions  as  would  cause  a  ferment 
among  the  masses  or  heighten 
their  activities;  to-day  you  are 
given  an  election  ballot — take  it. 
Understand  how  to  organise  for 
it,  to  hit  your  enemies  with  it,  and 
not  to  place  men  in  soft  parlia¬ 
mentary  berths  who  cling  to  their 
seat  in  fear  of  prison.  To-morrow 
you  are  deprived  of  the  election 
ballot,  you  are  given  a  rifle  and  a 
splendid  machine  gun  equipped 
according  to  the  last  word  of 
machine  technique  —  take  this 
weapon  of  death  and  destruction, 
do  not  listen  to  the  sentimental 
whiners  who  are  afraid  of  war. 
Much  has  been  left  in  the  world 
that  must  be  destroyed  by  fire  and 
iron  for  the  liberation  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class.  And  if  bitterness  and 
despair  grow  in  the  masses,  if  a 
revolutionary  situation  is  at  hand, 
prepare  to  organise  new  organisa¬ 
tions  "I 


“  This  is  not  easy,  to  be  sure. 
It  will  demand  difficult  prepara¬ 
tory  activities.  It  will  demand 
grave  sacrifices.  This  is  a  new 
species  of  organisation  and 
struggle  that  one  must  learn,  and 
learning  is  never  done  without 
errors  and  defeats.  The  relation 
of  this  species  of  class  struggle  to 
participation  in  elections  is  the 
same  as  storming  a  fortress  is  to 
manoeuvring,  marching,  or  lying 
in  the  trenches.  This  species  of 
struggle  is  placed  on  the  order  of 
the  day  in  history  very  infre¬ 
quently,  but  its  significance  and 
its  consequences  are  felt  for  de¬ 
cades.  Single  days  when  such 
methods  can  and  must  be  put  on 
the  programme  of  struggle  are 
equal  to  scores  of  years  of  other 
historic  epochs.” 


IN  OTHER  PARTIES 


U.S.A. 

JN  the  American  Daily  Worker  of 

September  n  the  National  Exe¬ 
cutive  Committee  of  the  C.P. 
U.S.A.  published  a  manifesto  saying: 
“  .  .  .  The  war  that  has  broken  out 
in  Europe  is  the  second  imperialist 
war.  The  ruling  capitalist  and  land¬ 
lord  classes  of  all  the  belligerent 
countries  are  equally  guilty  for  this 
war. 

“  This  war,  therefore,  cannot  be 
supported  by  the  working  class.  It 
is  not  a  war  against  fascism,  not  a 
war  to  protect  small  nations  from 
aggression,  not  a  war  with  any  of 
the  character  of  a  just  war,  not  a  war 
that  the  workers  can,  or  should  sup¬ 


port.  It  is  war  between  rival 
imperialisms  for  world  domination. 
The  workers  must  be  against  this 
war.  It  is  a  war  that  threatens 
the  American  people  as  well  as  the 
peoples  of  the  whole  world.  ...” 

Y.C.L.  gives  ioo  per  cent  support 
to  policy  of  American  C.P. 

On  September  28  a  conference  of 
4,000  members  of  the  Young 
Communist  League  in  New  York 
passed  a  unanimous  resolution  ex¬ 
pressing  “  whole-hearted  support  of 
the  declaration  issued  by  the 
National  Committee  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party,”  and  declaring  itself 
“  especially  grateful  for  its  clear-cut 


Marxist-Leninist  analysis  exposing 
the  predatory  imperialist  nature  of 
the  war  on  both  sides.”  A  special 
resolution  pledged  the  strength  of 
the  Y.C.L.’s  12,000  members  for  the 
forthcoming  campaign  for  the  four 
Communist  candidates  for  the  city 
council.” 

NEW  ZEALAND 
rpHE  September  issue  of  the 
People’s  Voice,  organ  of  the 
Communist  Party  of  New  Zealand, 
contained  a  special  statement  from 
the  Communist  Party  warning  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  that  “  the 
second  Imperialist  war  threatens  to 
become  transformed  into  a  world 
war.”  “  The  working  class  and  the 
people  of  New  Zealand,”  they  write, 
“  must  understand  who  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  threat  that  the  world 
stands  to-day  on  the  precipice  of 
war.  Fascist  Germany  does  not  bear 
the  responsibility  alone.  The  Im¬ 
perialists  and  capitalists  of  all  coun¬ 
tries  who  helped  Fascism  to  power 
in  Germany  are  also  responsible; 
particularly  the  British  imperialists, 
who  consistently  encouraged  Fascist 
aggression  in  the  belief  that  its  ulti¬ 
mate  edge  would  be  against  Social¬ 
ism,  against  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
who  refused  to  conclude  the  Peace 
Front  that  the  Soviet  Union  was 
ready  to  give,  bear  tremendous  res¬ 
ponsibility  for  the  present  situation.” 

The  Party  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
President  of  the  Federation  of 
Labour,  and  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Labour  Party  urging  the  immediate 
summoning  of  an  emergency  labour 
conference. 

The  editorial  declares  that  “  twice 
in  post-war  history  British  Imperial¬ 
ism  has  attempted  to  use  Poland  as 
its  tool  in  order  to  involve  the  land 
of  Socialism,  the  Soviet  Union,  in 
war.  On  both  occasions  its  plans 
have  ended  in  defeat  for  Imperial¬ 
ism.” 


“  with  the  vanguard  alone  vic¬ 
tory  is  impossible.  To  throw  the 
vanguard  alone  into  the  decisive 
battle  when  the  whole  class,  when 
the  br&id  masses  have  not  yet  taken 
up  a  position  either  of  direct  sup¬ 
port  of  the  vanguard,  or  at  least  of 
benevolent  neutrality  towards  it 
and  one  in  which  they  cannot  pos¬ 
sibly  support  the  enemy,  would  not 
merely  be  folly,  but  a  crime.  And 
in  order  that  actually  the  whole 
class,  that  actually  the  broad  masses 
of  toilers  and  those  oppressed  by 
capital  may  take  up  such  a  position, 
propaganda  and  agitation  alone  are 
not  sufficient.  For  this  the  masses 
must  have  their  own  political 
experience.” 

LENIN:  “Left  Wing  Communism.” 
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DENMARK 

Protests  at  the  dissolution  of  the 
French  Communist  Party. 

rpHE  Arbijderbladet,  central  organ 
of  the  Danish  Communist  Party, 
comments :  “  clearly  and  cynically, 
the  reigning  200  families  in  France 
have  shown  the  workers  in  France 
and  in  every  country  that  Franco- 
British  Imperialism  as  well  as  Nazi 
imperialism,  are  pursuing  their  own 
capitalist  interests  in  the  present 
war.  The  French  Communist  Party 
could  not  have  received  a  greater 
honour  than  that  conferred  on  them 
by  this  attempt  at  suppression.” 
BELGIUM 

The  Political  Bureau  of  the 
Belgian  Communist  Party  has 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  illegal 
French  Party :  “  We  express  our 
entire  solidarity  with  your  cour¬ 
ageous  party  and  we  send  our  frater¬ 
nal  greetings  to  all  your  militant 
members  who,  in  spite  of  persecution 
and  illegality,  are  continuing  un¬ 
falteringly  the  struggle  for  the 
cause  of  the  people,  for  Socialism.” 
15 


SWEDEN 

Declaration  of  the  Parliamentary 
fraction  of  the  Swedish  C.P. 

ON  the  occasion  of  the  Swedish 
Government’s  declaration  of 
neutrality,  the  Communist  deputy, 
Hogberg,  declared  in  the  Riksdag: 
“  In  the  name  of  the  Communist 
Party  of  Sweden,  I  declare  that  the 
Swedish  people  has  no  interest  in 
the  present  war.  It  is  not  a  war  of 
the  democracies  against  fascism  but. 
an  imperialist  war  of  world  domina¬ 
tion.”  He  demanded  that  the 
Government  establish  closer  relations 
with  the  Soviet  Union  as  the  best 
means  of  preventing  the  extension 
of  the  war  and  of  defending  the 
cause  of  peace. 


FRANCE 

From  the  appeal  issued  recently  by 
the  Communist  Party  of  France.  .  . 

The  Communists  hate  Hitler  and 
the  regime  of  violence  he  represents, 
which  is  directed  against  the  work¬ 
ers.  But  we  deny  that  the  men  of 
Munich,  the  capitalists,  exploiters 
and  the  patrons  of  Abetz,  have  the 
right  to  talk  about  anti-Hitlerism  at 
the  moment  when  they  are  them¬ 
selves  introducing  fascist  measures 
in  France. 

The  war  which  has  been  imposed 
upon  the  French  people  is  a  war  of 
the  capitalists,  a  war  in  which 
British  imperialism  is  opposed  to 
German  imperialism,  whilst  for  the 
people  of  France  is  reserved  the 
mission  of  carrying  out  the  behests 
of  the  London  bankers.  .  . 


rJpHERE  are  now  a  very  considerable  number  of  Party 
members  who  have  taken  up  residence  in  reception 
areas.  Many  of  these  areas  are  in  the  countryside. 

The  District  Committees  and  Party  Head  Quarters  are 
giving  assistance  to  enable  such  comrades  to  be  linked  to¬ 
gether  and  to  be  put  in  touch  with  the  nearest  Party 
organisation. 

All  comrades  requiring  information  to  enable  this  to  be 
done  efficiently,  should  write  for  information  to  their  Dis¬ 
trict  Organiser  or  direct  to  the  Organisation  Department 
at  the  Centre.  Advice  will  also  be  given  as  to  the  character 
of  the  activities  that  can  best  be  undertaken  by  Party  mem¬ 
bers  who  find  themselves  faced  with  new  conditions. 

For  comrades  who  have  been  evacuated  to  agricultural 
areas,  we  want  to  urge  that  they  endeavour  to  spread  the 
circulation  of  “  The  Country  Standard,”  which  is  a  popular 
monthly  journal,  catering  for  all  sections  of  the  agricul¬ 
tural  community. 

Such  comrades  can  do  very  valuable  work  for  the  Party 
by  ordering  a  regular  supply  and  selling  them  to  farm 
workers,  roadmen,  building  workers,  workers  in  factories 
in  rural  areas  as  well  as  small  farmers  and  shop-keepers. 
In  this  way  assistance  can  be  given  in  building  up  a  mass 
movement  capable  of  seriously  challenging  capitalism  in  the 
countryside. 

Supplies  of  “The  Country  Standard”  can  be  obtained 
from  36  Hythe  Bridge  Street,  Oxford. 
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September 

Literature  Sales 

* 

MORE  ATTENTION  NEEDED  BY 
LONDON  AND  SCOTLAND 


rPHE  figures  of  the  analysis  sup¬ 
plied  by  Central  Publications 
give  a  pretty  fair  picture  of  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  Party  under  war  con¬ 
ditions. 

Consider,  first  of  all,  the  Party 
Organiser,  which  had  a  full  month 
for  its  sales.  The  drop  in  sales  is 
almost  entirely  due  to  the  falling  off 
in  London  and  Scotland.  This  drop 
reflects  the  disorganisation  during 
the  first  days  of  the  war  and  black¬ 
out,  when  literature  sales  were  virtu¬ 
ally  abandoned  in  many  places.  In 
particular,  sales  in  London,  which 
before  were  considered  bad  if  below 
the  thousand  mark,  drop  by  a  full 
third  of  the  normal. 

Yet  other  districts  were  able  to 
maintain  or  even  increase  their  sales, 
so  that  the  total  is  not  much  below 
that  of  the  earlier  months  of  the 
year.  For  instance,  the  May  figures 
showed  a  total  of  2,640,  of  which 
London  accounted  for  1,054  and 
Scotland  for  348.  As  compared 
with  last  May,  however,  September 
sales  show  a  considerable  increase  in 
such  districts  as  N.  Midlands,  W. 
Riding,  N.E.  Coast,  Hants  and 
Kent. 

What  is  the  obvious  conclusion  ? 
It  is  that  the  London  and  Scottish 
districts  are  not  paying  sufficient  at¬ 
tention  to  literature,  an  omission 
which  will  have  serious  political 
consequences  if  not  attended  to. 


In  some  respects  a  different  pic¬ 
ture  is  presented  by  the  sales  of  the 
Draft  Programme.  Here  it  should 
be  mentioned  first  of  all  that  the 
date  of  publication  was  September 
12  and  the  figures  refer  only  to 
orders  between  then  and  the  end  of 
the  month.  Up  to  mid-October, 
a  further  3,000  have  gone  out. 

The  most  striking  thing  about 
these  figures  is  the  appalling  neg¬ 
lect  shown  by  Scotland.  Its  total 
order  for  the  month  is  less  than  the 
retail  sales  over  the  counter  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Publications  (these  retail  sales 
are  not  included  in  the  analysis  and 
proportionately  increase  the  London 
totals).  Another  important  district, 
S.  Wales,  orders  only  100  copies,  less 
than  Sussex  or  Kent.  There  is  no 
excuse  for  these  figures.  They  indi¬ 
cate  all  too  plainly  the  lack  of  atten¬ 
tion  to  theory,  which  is  one  of  the 
basic  defects  that  our  Party  has  to 
overcome.  District  Committee 
members  and  literature  secretaries, 
please  note  ! 

The  sales  of  the  Communist  Inter¬ 
national  for  September  have  im¬ 
proved,  though  this  is  not  shown  in 
the  analysis  which  refers  only  to  the 
five  days  from  Sept.  26  to  the  end  of 
the  month.  Since  then  about  600 
more  copies  have  gone  out.  This, 
however,  calls  attention  to  a  defect 
that  needs  to  be  remedied,  viz.,  the 
low  level  of  the  basic  standing 
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orders.  On  publication  of  the 
journal,  most  districts  have  ordered 
only  a  very  few  copies  and  have  sent 
repeat  orders  since. 

The  district  bookshops  put  in 
such  small  orders  because  the 
branches  do  not  order  more  in  ad¬ 
vance.  The  attention  of  literature 
secretaries  is  called  to  the  need  for 
putting  in  a  standing  order  adequate 
for  the  branch  membership. 

In  a  situation  where  tremendous 
political  changes  are  in  process 
throughout  the  world,  the  role 
played  by  our  Party  literature  be¬ 
comes  doubly  important.  Such  a  key 
to  the  present  situation  as  Molotov’s 
speech  to  the  Supreme  Soviet  on 
August  31,  1939,  needs  to  be  studied 
by  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
workers.  In  the  U.S.A.,  375,000 
copies  have  been  sold.  This  is  a 
matter  of  urgent  importance  to  all 
Party  branches. 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

South  Midlands 

Following  upon  a  four-hours 
discussion  the  line  of  the  C.C. 
Manifesto  was  accepted  unani¬ 
mously  by  an  enlarged  D.P.C. 
meeting. 

Kent 

At  the  conclusion  of  discussion 
a  resolution  expressing  support  for 
the  line  of  the  C.C.  was  adopted 
unanimously. 

North  Wales 

Frank  Bright,  the  Lancashire 
Organiser  attended  and  gave  a 
report.  Following  discussion  in 
which  all  District  Committee 
members  participated,  a  unani¬ 
mous  vote  in  support  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee’s  policy  was 
recorded. 


DISTRICT  TOTALS 

Party 

Draft 

Communist 

Organiser 

Programme 

Interna¬ 
tional  No.  8 

London  . 

644 

3^64 

449 

Scotland  . 

250 

300 

86 

Lancs.  . 

308 

604 

66 

N.E.  Coast  . 

100 

136 

24 

Midlands  . 

106 

321 

29 

S.  Wales  . 

75 

100 

3° 

W.  Riding  . 

108 

84 

18 

N.  Midlands . 

201 

i65 

52 

Bristol  . 

41 

76 

*5 

S.  Midlands . 

35 

118 

34 

Hants  . 

90 

120 

3 

E.  Counties  . 

119 

210 

3° 

Sussex  . 

92 

108 

25 

Kent  . 

41 

hi 

7 

Devon  . 

8 

3° 

o 

D 

N.  Wales  . 

— 

24 

— 

Sundries  &  Abroad  ... 

50 

36 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Oo 

OS 

GO 

5>9°7 

874 
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RECORD  SALES  OF 

‘'‘'Party  Organiser ” 

for  October 


* 


rpHE  sale  of  the  October  num¬ 
ber  of  the  Party  Organiser — 
our  first  war  number — reached 
record  proportions. 

The  entire  edition  was  rapidly 
sold  out  in  the  first  two  weeks 
after  publication  date.  A  reprint 
of  1,000  copies  has  at  the  time  of 
writing  also  been  almost 
exhausted. 

This  result  is  clearly  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  the  fact  that  the  need  for 
giving  greater  attention  to  prob¬ 
lems  of  organisation  in  the  new 
conditions  which  confront  the 
Party  and  the  working  class  is 
being  increasingly  recognised. 

We  express  the  hope  that  this 
increased  circulation  will  be  main¬ 
tained  and  even  extended  during 
the  coming  months,  for  we  believe 
that  the  Party  Organiser  can  be 


of  great  value  to  the  membership 
by  helping  to  make  known  to 
them  the  lessons  of  practical  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  manifold  spheres 
of  work  conducted  by  the  Party 
throughout  the  country. 

May  we  add  in  this  connection 
that  its  usefulness  can  be  greatly 
augmented  if  more  and  more  of 
our  active  members  come  to  feel 
it  their  responsibility  to  write 
about  their  experiences  and  the 
new  ideas  and  methods  of  success¬ 
ful  work  which  come  from  these 
experiences  for  the  benefit  of  the 
general  Party  membership. 

So  don’t  wait  to  be  asked;  let 
us  have  more  and  more  reports  of 
new  and  interesting  activities, 
more  and  more  short  articles 
making  known  the  lessons  to  be 
drawn  from  activity  on  the 
various  fronts  of  the  class  battle. 


“  The  Party  cadres  constitute  the  commanding  staff  of  the  Party.  .  .  . 
After  a  correct  political  line  has  been  worked  out  and  tested  in 
practice,  the  Party  cadres  become  the  decisive  force  in  the  work  of 
guiding  the  Party.  ...  A  correct  political  line,  is,  of  course,  the 
primary  and  most  important  thing.  But  that  in  itself  is  not  enough. 
A  correct  political  line  is  not  needed  as  a  declaration,  but  as  something 
to  be  carried  into  effect.  But  in  order  to  carry  a  correct  political  line 
into  effect,  we  must  have  cadres,  people  who  understand  the  political 
line  of  the  Party,  who  accept  it  as  their  own  line,  who  are  prepared 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  who  are  able  to  put  it  into  practice  and  are 
capable  of  answering  for  it,  defending  it  and  fighting  for  it.  Failing 
this,  a  correct  political  line  runs  the  risk  of  being  purely  nominal.” 

STALIN :  18 th  Party  Congress. 
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PROPAGANDA 
in  Scotland 

BY  ISA  ALEXANDER 

* 


FOR  the  purpose  of  improving  on 
our  Propaganda,  both  in  quality 
and  quantity,  we  are  organising  a 
series  of  Regional  Conferences 
throughout  the  District. 

These  Conferences  will  discuss  the 
line  of  the  Party  for  Peace,  and  the 
Social  Demands  of  the  People,  the 
character  of  our  propaganda  and 
steps  to  improve  same,  and  organisa¬ 
tion  of  propaganda. 

At  the  moment  we  can  truly  record 
a  big  improvement  in  the  quantity 
of  propaganda  in  factory-gate  meet¬ 
ings,  open-air  and  indoor  meetings, 
and  afternoon  open-air  meetings 
organised  by  our  women  comrades, 
since  the  advent  of  evacuation,  to¬ 
gether  with  back  court  meetings. 

In  the  City  of  Glasgow  there  has 
been  a  marked  improvement  in  our 
propaganda,  with  meetings  going  on 
all  over  the  City  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noons  and  regular  dinner-hour  fac¬ 
tory-gate  meetings  at  a  number  of 
the  big  engineering  factories,  the 
shipyard  gates  and  tram  depots. 

One  of  the  main  drawbacks  to 
further  improvement  in  our  work  is 
the  shortage  of  propagandists  and 
to  a  lesser  degree  the  insufficient 
attention  paid  to  the  advertising  and 
organisation  of  the  meetings  by  the 
local  comrades. 

To  deal  with  the  first  problem  the 
Conferences  will  discuss  the  organi¬ 
sation  of  speakers’  classes  which  will 


develop  new  propagandists  and  assist 
in  improving  the  present  propagan¬ 
dists.  The  Conferences  will  also  dis¬ 
cuss  steps  to  improve  on  organisation 
of  our  propaganda  and  making  in¬ 
efficient  methods  a  thing  of  the  past. 

We  are  confident  that  these  con¬ 
ferences  will  serve  a  very  good  pur¬ 
pose  and  are  equally  confident  that 
the  Party  membership  in  Scotland 
will  rally  round  to  see  that  the 
decisions  are  carried  out,  will  see 
that  all  the  necessary  steps  to  im¬ 
prove  our  work  are  attended  to. 


“  in  order  utterly  to  defeat  oppor¬ 
tunism  ...  it  is  necessary :  First  to 
carry  on  all  propaganda  and  agita¬ 
tion  from  the  point  of  view  of  revo¬ 
lution  as  opposed  to  reforms,  sys¬ 
tematically  to  explain  this  difference 
to  the  masses  theoretically  and 
practically  at  every  step  of  parlia¬ 
mentary,  trade  union,  co-operative, 
etc.,  work.  Under  no  circum¬ 
stances  to  refrain  (except  in  special 
cases  as  an  exception)  from  utilising 
parliamentarianism  and  all  the 
‘  liberties  ’  of  bourgeois  democracy; 
not  to  reject  reforms,  but  regard 
them  only  as  a  by-product  of  the 
revolutionary  class  struggle  of  the 
proletariat.” 

LENIN:  “On  Britain P.  236. 
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PROTECTION 

FROM  AIR  ATTACK 

* 

EMERGENCY  MEASURES:  CONSTRUCTION 

* 

We  must  have  Bomb-Proof  Shelters 


THERE  is  no  doubt  that  con¬ 
siderable  progress  has  been 
made  throughout  the  country  in 
improvising  emergency  protection 
for  the  people.  This  improvision 
which  has  been  necessary  because 
of  the  Government’s  refusal  in 
the  past  to  permit  the  construction 
of  really  effective  shelters,  reflects 
great  credit  both  on  local  councils 
and  on  the  people’s  organisations, 
many  of  them  spontaneously 
created,  which  have  pressed  ahead 
with  trench  digging,  sandbagging 
and  so  on. 

While  it  is  true  that  Anderson 
shelters  and  trenches  give  ade¬ 
quate  protection  for  the  degree  of 
risk  involved  in  outlying  suburbs 
and  sparsely  populated  towns,  we 
must  in  no  way  allow  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  admittedly  essential 
emergency  measures  to  side-track 
the  demand  that  heavily  protected 
shelters  shall  be  immediately  com¬ 
menced  in  densely  populated  and 
industrial  areas. 

The  difficulties  can  and  must  be 
overcome.  Let  us  remember  that 
in  Spain  the  dropping  of  the 
fascist  bombs  brought  forth  an  in¬ 
tensification  of  the  constructional 


work.  Heavily  protected  shelters 
are  just  as  essential  a  war  measure 
as  the  manufacture  of  guns  and 
airplanes,  and  the  Ministry  of 
Supply  must  allocate  labour  and 
material  accordingly. 

Whilst  \eeping  up  this  cam¬ 
paign  we  must  continue  with  the 
emergency  measures  along  the 
lines  indicated  below. 

I.  Types  of  Protection 

The  steps  necessary  to  give  the 
best  practical  protection  are  : 

1.  Planned  utilisation  of  all 
existing  shelters,  e.g.,  trenches, 
shelters  in  partially  evacuated  fac¬ 
tories,  partially  occupied  Ander¬ 
son  Shelters,  partially  occupied 
private  shelters,  converted  base¬ 
ments. 

2.  Construction  of  new  trenches 
in  any  available  space,  e.g.,  Public 
Parks  and  Gardens,  back  gardens, 
etc.,  where  they  can  be  so  con¬ 
structed  as  to  be  at  a  distance  from 
the  nearest  building  of  at  least  half 
the  height  of  that  building.  Note  : 
Trenches  should  not  be  con¬ 
structed  in  the  street,  because  of 
the  disorganisation  involved  and 


because  of  the  danger  from  broken 
mains,  etc. 

3.  Erection  of  unerected  Ander¬ 
son  Shelters. 

4.  Utilisation  of  existing  strong 
buildings.  Note  :  Local  A.R.P. 
Authorities  have  power  under  the 
Civil  Defence  Act,  1939,  to  desig¬ 
nate  and  utilise  buildings  as 
shelters. 

5.  Shoring-up  and  otherwise 
protecting  basements. 

6.  Sandbagging  to  protect  win¬ 
dows,  doors,  etc.,  and  to  increase 
protective  thickness  of  walls. 

7.  Improvising  detached  shel¬ 
ters  from  any  available  material, 
e.g.,  sandbags,  rubble,  earth,  etc. 

8.  Enlarged  blocks  of  working 
class  flats,  the  ground  floor  rooms 
might  be  evacuated  to  unoccupied 
flats  and  sandbagged  and  streng¬ 
thened  for  use  as  a  communal 
shelter.  Unless  the  ceiling  can  be 
strengthened  there  is  always  the 
danger  of  collapse  and  it  would  be 
advisable  to  seek  shelter  elsewhere, 
e.g.,  in  an  adjoining  steel-frame 
building  or  in  trenches  in  the 
courtyard. 

II.  Constructional  Notes 

1.  Trenches. — Depth  from  top 
of  parapet  not  more  than  6ft.  6in. 
(greater  depth  gives  no  additional 
protection  but  danger  of  burial  is 
increased);  parapets  should  be 
not  less  than  2ft.  6in.  in  width 
with  sandbags,  rather  more  if  not 
sandbagged.  Width  of  top  open¬ 
ing  of  trench  not  more  than  about 
5ft.,  less  is  desirable.  Head  cover 
(over  top  of  trench)  at  least 
1  ft.  6in.  of  earth,  straight  section 
should  be  not  longer  than  say,  15 


to  20  feet,  trenches  are  more 
quickly  constructed  by  part  ex¬ 
cavation  and  part  building  para¬ 
pets  and  this  is  essential  in  wet 
soils,  to  decrease  risk  of  flooding. 
Communal  trenches  are  more 
economical  in  time,  labour  and 
area,  than  individual  trenches.  In 
back  gardens  the  space  available 
will  best  be  used  by  demolishing 
party  walls,  fences,  etc.  Trenches 
cannot  be  constructed  in  badly 
waterlogged  soil.  Trenches  should, 
if  possible,  be  lined  and  streng¬ 
thened  with  wood  or  other  suit¬ 
able  material. 

2.  Sandbagging.  —  Sandbags 
should  be  about  two-thirds  full. 
A  good  method  of  bonding  is  that 
employed  in  building  a  brick  wall. 

3.  Anderson  Shelters.  — 
Volunteers  should  be  instructed 
in  the  correct  manner  of  erection 
and  set  to  the  task  of  erecting 
them. 

4.  Steel  frame  or  reinforced 
concrete  frame  buildings  will  not 
collapse  and  do  not  take  fire  easily. 
Most  large  new  commercial  build¬ 
ings  are  of  this  type.  Without  any 
alteration  they  are  far  safer  than 
an  ordinary  house  and  can  be  con¬ 
verted  by  means  of  strutting  (to 
protect  against  parts  of  the  build¬ 
ing  falling)  and  sandbagging  to 
give  still  further  safety. 

5.  Strutting  of  basements 
should  be  done  only  by  skilled 
labour.  It  cannot  be  improvised. 

6.  Improvised  detached  shel¬ 
ters  can  be  made  from  sandbags  or 
even  from  rubble,  etc.,  supported 
in  any  manner  that  suggests  itself. 
Walls  should  be  at  least  the 
equivalent  of  2ft.  6  in.  of  earth. 


Head  cover  at  least  ift.  6in.  See 
note  under  “  trenches  ”  as  to  safe 
distance  from  buildings. 

III.  General  Notes 

Of  the  officially  proposed 
shelters,  the  safest  is  the  covered 
trench,  second  comes  the  properly 
erected  Anderson  and  the  domes¬ 
tic  surface  shelter  (concrete  or 
brick),  and  lastly  the  propped 
basement,  which  is  still  better 
than  nothing  and  is  safer  than  an 
unpropped  basement. 

The  civilian  respirator  is  able  to 
deal  with  concentrations  of  gas 
likely  to  be  encountered  (mustard 
gas  very  rarely  actually  kills  by 
contact  with  the  skin). 

Keep  indoors  during  a  raid. 
Even  the  normal  walls  and  roof 
are  some  protection. 

Splinters  from  anti-aircraft  gun¬ 
fire  are  a  very  serious  danger.  If 
you  cannot  do  anything  else,  make 
sure  you  have  head  cover. 


If  you  have  basement  windows, 
open  them  wide  and  thus  reduce 
the  danger  of  splintering  the  glass. 
Otherwise  “  criss-cross  ”  paper 
tape  over  windows  or  stick  celo- 
phane  direct  to  the  glass. 

Have  a  crowbar  and  pickaxe  in 
any  shelter.  They  may  enable  you 
to  get  out  in  case  of  partial 
collapse. 

It  must  be  quite  clear 
that  none  of  the  above 
improvisations  is  in  any 
way  a  substitute  for  heavily 
protected  shelters,  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  if 
enormous  sacrifice  of  life 
is  not  to  take  place,  and 
which  must  be  started 
immediately.  The  impro¬ 
visations  are  necessary  to 
tide  over  the  period  of 
construction  of  the  heavily 
protected  shelters. 


“.  .  .  the  bourgeoisie  sees  in  Bolshevism  almost  only  one  side — 

insurrection,  violence,  terror;  it  therefore  strives  to  prepare  itself 
especially  for  resistance  and  opposition  on  this  field.  It  is  possible 
that  in  single  cases,  in  individual  countries,  and  for  more  or  less  brief 
periods,  it  will  succeed  in  this.  We  must  reckon  with  such  a  possibility, 

and  there  will  be  absolutely  nothing  terrible  for  us  if  it  does  succeed. 
Communism  ‘  springs  up  ’  from  positively  all  sides  of  social  life.  Its 
shoots  are  to  be  seen  literally  everywhere ;  the  ‘  contagion  ’  (to  use  the 
favourite  metaphor  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  bourgeoisie  police,  the 
one  that * * *  4  pleases  ’  them  most)  has  very  thoroughly  permeated  its 
organism  and  completely  impregnated  it.  If  one  of  the  outlets  is 

4  stopped  up  ’  with  special  care,  the  4  contagion  ’  will  find  another, 
sometimes  a  very  unexpected,  outlet.  Life  will  assert  itself.  Let  the 
bourgeoisie  rave,  work  itself  into  a  frenzy,  overdo  things,  commit 
stupidities,  take  vengeance  on  the  Bolsheviks  in  advance  and  endeavour 
to  kill  off  (in  India,  Hungary,  Germany,  etc.)  hundreds,  thousands,  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  more  of  yesterday’s  and  to-morrow’s  Bolsheviks. 
Acting  thus,  the  bourgeoisie  acts  as  all  classes  doomed  by  history  have 
acted.  Communists  should  know  that  the  future,  at  any  rate,  belongs 
to  them ;  therefore,  we  can,  and  must,  combine  the  most  intense  passion 
in  the  great  revolutionary  struggle  with  the  coolest  and  most  sober 
evaluation  of  the  mad  ravings  of  the  bourgeoisie.” 

LENIN :  “  Left  Wing  Communism,”  page  83. 
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